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(16) This word is verily Brahman, this word is verily
the highest, he who knows this word obtains, verily,
whatever he desires.
Just as we found in the previous stanza that the
word padam has twenty-two meanings, here is yet
another word Akshara which has something like
fourteen different meanings. Hence, the very language
is called, in its pregnancy of suggestion and free
scope of import in each word, as "the cultured*5 the
Samskrfta or the Samskarita: This is a language
which the Aryans, probably, by generations of effort
and experimentation, evolved for the purpose of
explaining to us through its mere wealth of sugges-
tions and suggestiveness, the inexplicable Absolute
Reality. To serve the purposes of the spirit of the
age, everywhere we find new words coined by each
generation. Similarly in the era of deep meditation
and seeking of the Self, they too had to evolve a new
vocabulary and a fit language to serve their purposes.
In fact, through no other language can we so effectively
convey the Science of the Self and the Nature of the
Reality as through Sanskrit.
In this stanza under discussion, Lord Death is
explaining the worship of the very symbol OM. We
have already stated that OM, besides indicating the
Supreme Goal through its significance, also provides
the meditator with a symbol or form of the Supreme
Reality. "OM** is used in the earliest time in Veda
as a Psalm "Yes, so be it*' meaning just as the Amen
of the Hebrews. Later this Amen was converted by